
Preparing for the John Fielder Outdoor Class 

Location 

The John Fielder landscape photography class will be held outdoors at Garden of the 
Gods, 1805 N 30th St. Colorado Springs, CO 80904, from 5pm to 6pm Friday 
September 26th 2019. We will meet at the vitior’s center. If you’d like transportation 
from the hotel please reply to kjansky@comcast.net. The altitude is 6400 feet, and 
average temperature is high of 60 and low of 34 for April. Rain is rare.  
Wear comfortable shoes and check the weather in advance for appropriate layers.  
 

Camera Equipment 

▪ A 35mm digital SLR or Mirrorless camera is recommended. Lenses should cover 
the zone between no less than 18 and 135mm for non-full sensor (such as APS-C) 
cameras, or 28 and 200mm for cameras with full size  sensors, plus tripod and 
cable or remote release. (Your two-second shutter release is a good backup plan!) 
We highly recommend bringing a point and shoot, too. They are so easy to use for 
close-ups and more flexible for hard-to-position compositions. SLRs are packed 
in dry bags during the day and are only accessible for sunrise and sunset 
photography. Your point and shoot is used to photograph from the boats. You 
have invested a lot in this workshop. The last thing we want to happen is that 
your experience comes to a halt because of an equipment failure. Although we 
can work through many situations with equipment problems, it is best to make 
sure your camera, lenses and tripod are working properly. Please run tests of 
your equipment, especially if it has been in storage. 

▪ Canon and Nikon brands are best, but we can work with anything. Most brands 
do the exact same thing and have the same controls. In addition to the lens focal 
lengths mentioned above, you can achieve more extreme depth of focus, very 
useful for wildflower compositions, with even wider-angle lenses down to 10mm 
for small sensor cameras and 16mm for full size sensor. 

▪ Tripod - We recommend the Manfrotto brand for ease of use and quality. They 
make two sizes, the smaller of which works fine for most SLR setups, but for 
taller people and those using longer focal length telephoto lenses, we recommend 
the larger tripod. Pistol grip heads are best. Your local camera store can set you 
straight. 

▪ While we like to think that we know about everything photographic, we are 
occasionally stumped by the odd piece of equipment. Bring your technical 
manuals with you, not only to the classroom, but in the field as well. Read these 
manuals carefully before arriving.  Become familiar with your equipment prior to 
the Workshop because it will help you concentrate on the concepts we will teach 
you. 

▪ Make sure you have extra batteries and that those in the camera are fresh. Bring 
your charger! 
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